A Message from the CEO
Over the last year, we’ve worked together to set the tone for realizing our 2025 goal —
collaborative, determined and as supersonic as a dog heading for the pool at the Sanctuary
dog park.
When I planted a stake in the ground to lead the country to no-kill by 2025, it was with the
understanding that we would need to push the lifesaving envelope and imagine what could be. In
2018, thanks to your commitment and support, we barreled down the no-kill path together and
had an impact in ways that many once thought impossible.
Together, we’ve made smart, strategic lifesaving a priority. As a result, we’ve created the
first-ever master list of national shelter data using current statistics from brick-and-mortar
shelters and their associated jurisdictions across the country. And we’re now positioned to
focus every aspect of our work on the shelters and communities most in need in order to
have the greatest impact.
Together, we’ve established a permanent footprint in Texas through an inspirational partnership
with Harris County Animal Services and have begun work on a new lifesaving center in Houston.
We’ve embedded expert Best Friends team members in Texas shelters who are working
alongside staff and local volunteers to implement effective programming and transport cats and
dogs to adoption centers around the country.
Together, we’ve grown our Best Friends Network to more than 2,500 animal welfare partners
across all 50 states. We’ve established no-kill steering committees in key states like North
Carolina and Florida, and we’ve provided shelter assessment and training for hundreds of animal
control officers and staff across 14 different states.
Together, we’ve celebrated as the city of Los Angeles and our NKLA Coalition partners
achieved a save rate of 89.7 percent for cats and dogs for 2018. That’s compared to the
devastating 57 percent save rate in 2011. Once home to one of the most challenging animal
welfare environments ever, L.A. is now a beacon of no-kill hope.
It’s been one heck of a year. Thank you for diving into the lifesaving pool with us. Rather than
asking how cold or deep the water was, you just ran to the edge and jumped on in. And we are
forever grateful.
Together, we will Save Them All.

Julie Castle, CEO
Best Friends Animal Society

