BEST FRIENDS ANIMAL SOCIETY:

PROVEN STRATEGIES,
PROVEN IMPACT

Best Friends and our network of 3,300+ shelter and rescue partners are saving lives
and achieving no-kill at an unprecedented rate. A no-kill United States is in sight.

LIFESAVING
PROGRESS AROUND
THE COUNTRY
Since 2016, when Best Friends declared our goal
to make the country no-kill by the end of 2025,
we have made incredible lifesaving progress.
In the last five years, we have directly supported
more than 1,200 animal shelters around the
country, and the field has been completely
transformed. Community-supported sheltering,
our vision for a new way of animal sheltering—
where saving animal lives is a collaboration
between shelters and their communities—has
accelerated from a pilot to a widespread solution.

2020 was a monumental
year for cats and dogs
in America’s shelters
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Shelters engaged with Best Friends save
more lives than unengaged shelters.
In states like California where Best Friends prioritized
resources, intakes trended even lower, and lifesaving
was higher than national averages.

Spotlight:
California
In 2020,
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MILLIONS OF PETS SAVED
In the last five years, the animal sheltering field has made consistent,
year-over-year progress that adds up to millions of lives saved.
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2020 SNAPSHOTS OF SUCCESS
MORE NO-KILL SHELTERS
There are 4,404 animal shelters in the U.S. (as of 2020). Today, 48% of them are no-kill.
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The percentage of shelters that are no-kill has doubled over the last five years.

LIFESAVING WHERE IT’S NEEDED THE MOST
Last year, Best Friends and our network partners provided critical support in TEXAS, FLORIDA, and CALIFORNIA,
three of the top five states with the biggest lifesaving gaps in 2019. The results speak for themselves.
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THE ROAD MAP TO 2025
For the last five years our programs and services have been guided by three simple yet powerful strategic priorities:

Saving Lives

Supporting Shelters

Mobilizing the Public

Directly saving animals and
modeling solutions to
achieve no-kill nationwide

Transforming animal sheltering
systems in partnership with
our national network of animal
welfare organizations

Inspiring and organizing
community engagement
for systemic change and
lifesaving success

This work is making a real, tangible difference. Millions of cats and dogs are
alive today who otherwise might not be, and millions of families around the
country are enriched because of them. Together, if we keep working hard,
we can build a better future through kindness to animals and the people
who love them. Please join us in this work with a gift to Best Friends today.

